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     “Celebration of our Heritage and Music”

 

On February 16 at the Nashwaaksis Middle School the efforts of citizens interested in the history of Fredericton North will be presented. A few years ago some people got together and started having events that gave the community a chance to show what they have been collecting from their families or businesses to as many interested people as possible, and if you are reading this, you are one of us.

We then organized ourselves into a formal organization on April 1, 2007. Your friends and neighbours in this organization have put on Heritage Days at the Kinsmen’s Center on School Street in 2006 & 2207, which had a total visitation of over 1,000 people. 

Everyone is invited to our next event on April 1, at the Willie O’Ree Center, at 2:00 pm. This is the Annual General Meeting with a Special Heritage Event.
Our current Executive is President , George Wood, Vice President, David Neill, Secretary/Treasurer Fred White, Directors , Ernest McFadzen, Ian Robertson, Eleanor Stillwell, Carol Randall, George Crawford.  Regular voting attendees at all our Business Meetings are Jim McElman, Robert Mabie, Anita Jones, Ted Jones, Mary Murch, Shirley Hovey, Peter Pacey, Albery D’amour, Ann Corbett, Robert Corbett, Jean Monteith, Robert McNeil, Florence Gilby, and Jill Hargrove.

If you want to learn more about us, see our web site that was built by Carol Randall at www.frederictonnorthheritage.com.  We would like you to continue to attend our events and/or come to our business meetings. Also, if it suits, become a financial supporter by becoming a member.  It is only $10 

 Membership Information

Cost $10 per year.  Mail to C. Randall, 365 Gibson Street, Fredericton, E3A 4E7

With the following information:

Name___________________________________________________

Street & City_______________________________________________

Postal Code___________________    Phone Number _______________

E-Mail_______________________________

HISTORICAL ARTICLE BY ROBERT MCNEIL
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 80 Bridge Street - The Thomas Hayes Tavern and Livery and Later Home of George & Coots (Hayes) Capen
The Adanac was Built Next to the Hayes Livery & Tavern    
This story of Devon was chosen because the Adanac Lunch, which was next door, was a very familiar place in the 1950's and 60's. Located at the north end of the old highway bridge, it became a popular spot for young people. We hope you enjoy this article and you will find more information in the new book entitled Devon Remembered to be published this fall.
This wonderful old two and one-half stories, inn and tavern held her age well through the years. It was built around the year 1900. The house once belonged to Thomas E. Hayes (1862-1942) and Margaret (Hayes) (1876-1901). After Margaret died Thomas married Ellen McCann (1872-1947).

Thomas Hayes was from Cardigan or Tay Creek on the Royal Road. He was the son of Thomas and Margaret Hayes. Sometime in the 1890's he married Mary Margaret "Maggie' Hayes, daughter of Francis 'Frank' Hayes (1848-1914) & Harriett (Wilson) Hayes. (1846-31). Thomas and Maggie were not related. They had two daughters; Mary Ellen 'Nellie' and Jennie. The mother, Maggie, died about a year after Jennie was born at twenty-five years of age. Their son, Thomas Francis, was born on September 9, 1896 and died October 25, 1896.

Mary Ellen "Nellie' married Wilfred Gourley and they had five children. Jennie was raised by her grandparents, Frank and Harriett (Wilson) Hayes on the Hayes farm. Mrs. Harriett Hayes was against drinking so brought Jennie to the farm to take her from the environment of the liquor establishment that her father, Thomas Hayes, ran. When she became of age Jennie married Joe McManus and they had three children, Rita, Edward and a son Paul who died as an infant in 1924...

 The beautiful large stained glass window at St. Anthony's Church entitled 'The Good Shepard' was donated by Thomas E. Hayes in memory of his wife Margaret and his parents Thomas and Margaret Hayes. The large, colourful window is a treasured artifact of the church.

Thomas E. and his second wife, Ellen (McCann) Hayes had four daughters: Celia, Hazel, Evelyn and the youngest Eileen. A sign hung outside the building advertising the establishment as a stable and inn. The stables were out back and the inn had comfortable rooms with high ceilings. During the Prohibition Time when the sale of liquor was banned, a tunnel was built from the house to the river. The tunnel was used to hide the illicit alcohol in case a police officer came along. The tunnel may also have been used to smuggle liquor from the river into the building. 

In the 1930's there was a scarcity of materials. Tom Hayes had difficulty finding bottles to use for the liquor he sold from his tavern. Some of the young boys in the neighbourhood used to earn money by collecting bottles for Mr. Hayes. They would go to the dump located on the river bank between the Perley Mill and the Reserve and gather bottles from the refuse. They took the bottles to Mr. Hayes and he gave them a bit of money for their efforts.

Thomas and Margaret had a daughter Eileen. She was more commonly known as "Coots." She worked for the New Brunswick Telephone Company for twenty-three years before her marriage. She stopped working outside the home once she was married as was the custom of the day. Coots married George Capen. He was born in Marysville and raised in Burton. George was a short order cook. He worked at the Imperial Restaurant on Carleton Street in Fredericton. When Coots was married her parents gave her the house. George and Coots lived in part of the house and rented apartments in the rest of the house. At one time they also had boarders.

George had plans for the property and in the 1940's he began to build by himself a small free-standing restaurant beside the main house. He mixed and carried the cement for the foundation and constructed the building of wood. Once the structure was finished it was named the 'Adanac', which is Canada spelled backwards. George and Coots got the idea when they were on their honeymoon in Quebec where they noticed the name printed in cement in places in the city. George was forty years old when he began this business. This first building burnt down shortly after it was constructed. Not to be deterred by this loss, George built the Adanac again. Over the years of its operation Coots and the children worked beside George in the small restaurant. 

The building had a flat front and large windows with four small panes of glass over a large pane. The sign on the front read Adanac Lunch. Inside there were six booths, a large table for a group, a washroom, and a Nickelodeon. The main dishes served were: T-Bone steaks, hot and cold sandwiches, French Fries, hot dogs, hamburgers, and ice cream. George was especially known for his fries and gravy. The fries were hand cut in the restaurant and served fresh. Many of the youth of Devon gathered here and George was considered to be a good cook. A crowd would congregate at the Adanac on Friday night after the dance at Devon Junior High School. Kids even came during lunch hour to grab a snack at this popular hangout. Even though the building is gone, many people have fond memories of the meals, the friends and the conversations shares at this location.

Source: Interview with Mary (Capen) Killam & Betty Miles, daughters of George & Coots Capen.

 

Robert had difficulty finding a picture of the actual smaller Adanac Lunch building.  If you have such a picture or know of where we could get one, he would appreciate a call at 472-9757 or contact Carol Randall (472-7150).

If you have other pictures from before 1960 of homes or buildings in Devon or any other North Side community, he would be interested in hearing about them or getting a chance to copy them with his scanner or digital camera.

This Newsletter was prepared by Fred White, as Editor, who is solely responsible for its content.  Corrections or suggestions for future articles should be made to fgwhite@nbnet.nb.ca or 457-0990.  The Newsletter Committee is F. White & R. McNeil.

The aims and objectives of the Fredericton North Heritage Association (FNHA):To foster, promote and encourage all residents within the FNHA boundaries (Barker’s Point, Devon, Douglas, Marysville, and Nashwaaksis) to actively pursue the celebrating, collecting, identifying and recording of the history of the area as represented by individuals, families, places, objects, photographs, books, buildings, places of business, cemeteries, mechanical equipment, recreational /sport facilities, and natural features..
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